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OUR LAST MEETING

At our meeting on February 24th, .an apprecistive audience was entertained with
a recital of recorded music prgaantad by Mr. A.J. Skinner, assisted by Mr. D.
Cozens. _Many famous orchestras and artistes were represented, most of them

known puraunally to Mr. Skinner, who interspersed a well-balanced musical prngrumma
with comment and reminiscences.

MAY DAY 15971

We are glad to report that the.May Day festivites will be hold as usual this
year on Saturday, Bth May. As we said in the last Newsletter, this oecasion
originated in the uarly daya of the estata when Brentham was a8 willage community
and it was nunaidarad ana tha main uuants of the ymar.

[ prncaaainn of children, ell dressad in white and :anrying flnunrn, leaves the
Brentham Club and tours the estets.on foot - the bsbisa baing carried in a small
carriage. They then return to the Club to take part in country and maypole
dancing. The May Queen, previously elected by the children, is then crowned.
It is interesting to know that the first May Queon is still alive and a,resident
on the estate - she was in fact one of tha daighters of a foundar of the estats,
Mr. Hugh Brampton. The afterncon's sctivities are then followed by & danes in
the evening, in honour of the May Queen.

MEADUALE ROAD iTHIHHGLE'

Haaidanta ﬁuua no_doubt noticed the untLdy nnnditinn of the pi&ﬂﬂ of .lend at the
junctinn of Meadvale Hnnd, Denison Road and Holyoaks.Walk which,, thnugh fenced in,
has becomas somathing of an wnofficial rubbish tip. The Society was recently
given permission by the owners of the land, ths Bradford Property Trust, to cleer
pway the debris and maintain this large open space in a manner mors in keeping with
the aims of a conservetion area.

Last weekend, & working perty carried out a preliminary- tidying=up of the ground and
thinning of the overgrowth, and many residents have already compented on its

improved appearance. It is hoped that the fanting will ba renswed end flowers and
shrubs plénted in the near-future.

MﬁTTIHﬂ A LETTEH

Now that thn postal strike: is ovdr and nuaryuna ‘ie busy catching up with overdue
corraspondence, it seems an eppropriate moment to announce that the Society has
just produced its first distinctive stationery.  This is in the form of Notelsts
'“incorporating the typical Brentham sketch (showing Ludlow Roed) prepesred for the
'Socisty by our former Secrotary, Colman - Higgins, and already uaad for the
mamharship cards.



Sets of sight notelets may be purchased for 10p (2s.) including envelopes, from
any of the following: Mre. Hicks, 72 Brentham Way; Mrs. Aarons, 8 Winscombe
Creascent; Mrs. Oliver, 48 Denison Road.

BRENTHAM - OR BRENTHAM?

Recent conversations with some of the originel residente of the sstazte havae
revived for the Committee the question of pronuncietion of the neme "Brentham".
It appears that the older residents say "Brant-ham", while newcomers tend to
favour "Brenth-am”, As the nome was a new inuention at the foundation of tha
estats, local history will not provide an answer. Perhaps, for amateur
detectives, the river drent which flows through Pitshanger Park, may give =
clue, coupled with the fact that the estate was planned on the lines of a
"model village" (or hamlet?). What do you think?

FIFTY YEARS AGOD

Again, through the courtesy of our older residents, we have uncovered some most
interasting recollections on 1ife on the estate in its eerly years. - Thanks to
the Missos Hearn of Holyoake House, the Committee has had the plsosurs of
browsing through some issues of the monthly magazine The Brenthamite for the
yaar 1921, It was thon that the magazine was re-started aftor the first world
war, having previously appeared withbut interruption for five years - first as
The Brontham Magazine from 1913 to 1915 ond then As Tha Brenthamits from 1916 to
1918.

This lively little publicetion - popularly known as "The 'Ite" - was distributed
frae to every house on the estate, the cost o’ production being peid for by
revenue from advertisements. The magazine wns very well supported by local
troders and obviously had an emterprising advertising maneger. It is interesting
to leern that the Brentham Club & Instituts was et that time effiliated to the
Village Clubs Association end was thus able to drew on & national panel of
lecturers and entertainers. Amongst the weekly sventg in one session's programms,
were drematic sketches, recitals and illustrated lectures ranging from "The Land
of the Pharachs" to'Mediesval Fortresses of England". Now we wetch it all on
telavision instead. But theras are still many local intereats which ean and
should be catersd for lacally.

READERS' CORNER

If renders of this Newsletter fesl moved to write to us about eny issue raised in
it, or issues you think should be raised, please do not hositate to do so. e
shell be glad to have your views - briefly, please - in the form of letters/
nnmantaﬁwa items, or to acvartise your sales/wants/services whenever epace’.
permits. - ‘Send your-contributions to the Editor, Miss M, Time at 137 Fowlers Walk.
Copy for a particulat iauualahnuld_ba_fynaiund in the firat week of the month.
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NEXT. MEETING

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE:

Tuesday, 6th April 8 pem. at !;Eé Brentham Club, Meadvals Roed
' AN EVENING OF SLIDES presented by Clive Hicks

Ue shall be showing & selection of slides of the estate, including some of the
early years and many other photographs recently made available to us. Amongst
these are pictures of war-time bombing in Meadvale Road. ] o

We shall also be pleased to show at this meeting any slides submitted by members
which they feel will be of interest - not necessarily of the estate.  These should
be preferably limited to batchas of six per momber mnd should be delivered to Mr.
Hicks during the weekend before the mesting.
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I would like to support the Brentham Society and enclose 30p. (6s.) (per housshold)
Membershio Fes for 1970/71



